RADIATIN 


Despite the progress made treating the disease, unreasoning fear leprosy 
still exists among the public, bringing great hardship not only upon 
the victims but upon their families well. This fear cannot 
legislated out existence. can dissipated only 
knowledge the facts the disease. 
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that leprosy may with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination, there 
must change the attitude the public toward the disease Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 

FACTS THAT KNOW HANSEN’S DISEASE 

world classes disease com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Florida. Outside these States, 
disease rarely communicated contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 
Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 


— 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT LEPROSY 
RALPH COGHLAN 
Editor, Editorial page St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


dispel the horror linked with the 
ancient disease leprosy, only neces- 
sary pay visit the National Leprosa- 
rium where some 380 patients are being 
treated under normal institutional con- 
ditions. 

The great majority the patients are 
free move about, play games, engage 
amateur theatricals and all sorts so- 
cial activities Many them bear 
marks the disease nor they differ 
any observable way from other human 
beings. special precautions are used 
guard visitors from infection. Upon de- 
parture, invited wash his hands 
cares so, and that all. 

Yet these patients are stigmatized and, 


the words Stanley Stein, editor 


monthly publication known THE 
STAR, stigma more damaging than 
the THE STAR’s mission 
radiate ‘‘the light truth Hansen’s 
called for the doctor who 
found and described the bacillus. The 
truth, however, fights hard against ancient 
superstition and the Book Leviticus, 
which reads: 

And the leper whom the plague is, 
his clothes shall rent, and his head 
bare, and shall his up- 
per lip, and shall cry, 

All the days wherein the plague shall 
clean: shall dwell alone; without the 
camp shall his habitation be. 

Doctors who study the Thirteenth and 
Fourteenth Chapters Leviticus doubt 
even that the old chronicles were actual- 
describing what now known lep- 
rosy; any event, modern experience 
leads the settled medical conclusion 
that the disease only commu- 
the history the Carville 


STILL IN BIBLICAL DRESS 


institution, founded more than half 
century ago the Sisters Charity, not 
one doctor, nurse other attendant has 
ever contracted the disease. 


Yet the Federal Government. which 
foots the bill, insists upon paying the per- 
sonnel the institution one-and-one- 
half times the usual Civil Service rates, 
the false supposition that their occupation 
hazardous one. Even employes who 
not come intimate contact with the 


‘patients are paid one-and-one- quarter 


times the usual rates. 


would more logical give such 
premium pay medical personnel who 
attend the diseases syphillis and tuber- 
culosis, which are more communicable 
than leprosy. These diseases, thousands 
times more widespread than leprosy, 
constitute. far more serious pub- 
lic health problem. estimated there 
are about 3000 cases leprosy altogether 
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the United States, and the disease 
endemic only four states—South Texas, 
California, Florida and Louisiana. 


THE CASE FATHER DAMIEN. 


Just the Bible has contributed toa 
misunderstanding leprosy, has liter- 
ature and history, for example, the 
oft-told story Father Damien, who 
died the disease the Molokai Col- 
ony the Hawaiian Islands, after volun- 
tarily going there nurse the patients. Fa- 
ther Damien, now established, seem- 
ingly courted the disease unnecessari- 
intimate contact. quote Dr. 
Denny the Public Health Service. 

good Father never took any pre- 
cautions against infection, but lived sur- 
rounded his sick parishioners, under 
unhygienic conditions, his food prepared 
leprosy patients, his clothes washed 
them, and even his pipe smoked leprosy 
patients’’. 

Father Damien’s how- 
ever, overshadows the career his suc- 
cessor, Brother Joseph Dutton, who spent 
years Molokai daily contact with 
patients, and the careers Mother Ma- 
rianne and Sister Leopoldina, the first 
nurses who served with Father Damien. 
These three did not contract the disease, 
nor have the many others who have 
worked Molokai the last years. 

IMPROVEMENT TREATMENT 


While much remains dore 
spread the truth concerning leprosy, 
markable improvements have been made 
the last few years, both the medical 
treatment leprosy weil public 
understanding the disease. Whereas the 
institution Carville formerly had at- 
mosphere hopelessness and even des- 
pair, the patients considered themselves 
hopeless outcasts through fault their 
own, now has atmosphere hope. 

One cause the use new sulfone 
drugs supplant the old and questiona- 


April 
ble remedy chaulmoogra oil. These 
new drugs —notably promin and dia- 
sone— have been employed with marked 
success clear lesions and bring 
about the arrest the disease. Some the 
important research work preceding the ap- 
plication sulfone drugs leprosy was 
done Dr. Cowdry St. Louis. 
Within the past year, patients have 
been released from Carville and others 
are looking forward resuming their 
lives the outside world. 

Though THE STAR has been plugging 
away for years effort improve 
the public attitude toward leprosy, often 
under the most discouraging conditions, 
they received sudden and dramatic help 
last year when the famous Hornbostel 
case was widely publicized. However bad 
some that publicity was, the net effect 
has been attract new attention Car- 
ville, and much that new attention, 
the form newspaper and magazine ar- 
ticles, radio talks and on, has been en- 
tirely wholesome. 


THE HORNBOSTEL CASE 


Gertrude Hornbostel, present pa- 
tient Carville. contracted leprosy the 
Orient and became conscious after 
she was released from the notorious Jap 
camp Santo Tomas the Philippines 
after the war. Though some medical 
pinion was the contrary, both Mrs. 
Hornbostel and her husband, Maj. Hans 
Hornbostel veteran Bataan and 
Corregidor and also Jap prisoner be- 
came convinced she had the disease. 
many years the Orient with the Army 
and private life, both Maj. and Mrs. 
Hornbostel had become familiar with the 
manifestations. 

The publicity broke when Maj. Horn- 
bostel calmly announced that would 
accompany his wife Carville, where 
she insisted going for treatment. The 
major has gallant career the service 


‘ 
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his country, but knew that there 
was nothing especially gallant remain- 
ing with his wife leprosarium. Yet the 
press recorded such headlines 
Husband Goes Certain Suicide 
for Love His Leprous 

While regulations did not permit Horn- 
bostel live with his wife the lepro- 
sarium, rents cottage short distance 
away and spends most his time there. 
Armed with his knowledge the disease, 
the tommyrot that connected with and 
righteous indignation over the injustices 
which leprosy patients have been sub- 
jected, Hornbostel joined with THE STAR 
concerted campaign for reform. 

One the almost immediate results 
was Hornbostel’s discovery that Carville 
patients were not permitted 
enfranchised Louisiana law. cam- 
paign against this discrimination resulted 
the passage constitutional amend- 
ment giving the patients their rights 
merican citizens. 

Another result was liberalize the 
right certain patients leave the in- 
stitution intervals visit their families. 
fight was begun end the designation 
patients and the use 
other terms derogatory nature. 
movement under way bring mu- 
tilated patients the blessing plastic sur- 
another provide separate quarters 
for psychotic patients; another provide 
occupational therapy; and perhaps most 
important all, remove the leprosar- 
ium from the insalubrious climate Car- 
ville. or, least, estabiish clinics for 
diagr and treatment other parts 
the country. 

UNFORTUNATE LOCATION 

While great dea! money has been 
spent the leprosarium and admi- 
rably conducted, most ways. the 
nited States Public Health Service, its lo- 
cation reclaimed swamp land the 
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banks the lower Mississippi un- 
fortunate one, medical experts agree. 
has been recommended that the disease 
would much more readily yield treat- 
ment cooler climate where leprosy 
almost never found. 


recently formed national advisory 
committee, strongly backed the Amer- 
ican Legion, which has post Carville 
leprosy patients, has made series 
recommendations, including the estab- 
lishment special treatment centers 


various parts the country. The com- 
mittee also recommends that efforts 
made, particularly endemic areas, 
quaint all physicians with the importance 
being alert detect cases leprosy. 
The latter recommendation out 
the notorious fact that many doctors, 
never having had experience with the dis- 
ease, have misdiagnosed it. has been 
common for doctors mistake leprosy 
for syphilis and mistreat accordingly. 

understood that the future attitude 
the United States Health Service toward 
various suggestions for improvement 
the treatment patients depends toa 
large extent public reaction. There are 
said two schools thought the 
service, one advocating courageous ac- 
tion; the other, recognizing that such 
tion would beneficial, but fearing ad- 
verse public opinion. 


here.in the highest governmental 
medical circles, the curse Leviticus rises 
operate against the welfare the un- 
fortunate persons stricken with 
disease, and the shadow the celebrated 
case Father Damien falls athwart the 
march medical and public opinion. 
But forces like the sulfone drugs, like the 
dramatic story Maj. and Mrs. Horn- 
bostel, like the indomitable spirit and 
unflagging energy THE STAR STAFF 
are operating the opposite direction— 
the direction civilization and justice. 
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Ralph Coghlan shown his visit this 
hospital. STAR Bulletin board back- 
ground. 


The power the printed word has long 
been considered essential factor the 
promotion any cause. When the cause 
most and most influential newspapers the 
country then there good reason feel that 
progress being made. 

Ralph Coghlan did editorial for the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch January 29. Edi- 
torial was based Ken Gormin’s notable se- 
ries about Carvilie the New Orleans Times 
Picayune (Dec. The dramatic cartoon 
Fitzpatrick, seen this issue THE 
STAR, ran with the editorial. The Coghlan 
piece was reprinted many U.S. 

Then Ralph Coghlan decided makea trip 
this hospital get first-hand knowledge. 
feature article and editorial followed 
his paper March 16. 

fitting that this enlightning publicity 
Hansen’s disease should have emanated 
fron the great St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
platform, originated Joseph Pulitzer him- 
self, includes ‘‘never tolerate injustice’’ and 


Mr. George Healy, managing editor the 
New Orleans Times Picayune, has been noti- 
fied thet the Times Picayune was designated 
one the nominees for Pulitzer Award 
Journalism. The nomination for the Ken 
Gormin series the National Lcprosarium 
(December 8-11, ‘46). 


Place THE STAR your library 
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LEPROSY— AND DR. PARRAN 

NOTE: This outspoken editorial, prepared 
Ralph Coghlan, ran inthe St. Louis POST- 
DISPATCH (March 16, 1947) conjuntion 
with his feature article. 

For centuries, the very word has been 
one cause revulsion, yet the truth 
that leprosy not communicable 
other diseases far more frequently found. 
Moreover, with the use new sulfone 
drugs, the disease yielding handsomely 
treatment. 

Despite the facts. which are well known 
the United States Public Health Ser- 
vice, that Service shows timidity with re- 
gard establishing clinics various parts 
the country where the disease can 
diagnosed and treated. estimated 
there are 3000 leprosy 
the United States, but the leprosarium 
Carville has only some 380 patients. 

What’s the answer? Many sufferers 
from the disease are concealing the fact 
becuse they dread the stigma that now 
unfairly attaches Carville patients. 
they not want taken away from 
their families for yearson end. The re- 
sult that, unless they are being treated 
adequately private physicians—and 
that doubtful—they are running risks 
letting the disease proceed danger- 
ous degree. 

Let the Public Health Service act the 
light its own scientific knowledge rath- 
than frightened off misinform- 
public opinion. Let establish diag- 
nostic and treatment centers where suf- 
ferers can freely. Only few years ago 
syphilis, too, was hush-hush disease, 
and newspapers were afraid even print 
the word. Now, information about syph- 
ilis published everywhere, thanks 
large part the courage Surgeon Gen- 
eral Parran. Such public discussion 
necessary step bring the disease under 
control. 
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Outstanding medical educator from East 
meets Western men. from left 
right: Dr. G.W. McCoy, Dean U.S. Leprol- 
ogists and head Dept. Public Health, 
Louisiana State University Medical School, 


Dr. F.A. Johansen, U.S.P.H.S. and Dr. H.C. 
Chang. 


Dr. Hsiao-Chien Chang, one 
leading educators, made inspection 
tour this hospital March 24. Dr. 
Chang came this country July ‘46 
guest the State Department 
their Cultural Relations Program. His 
plans are visit many our medical 
schools and hospitals has the oppor- 
tunity do. 

Dr. Chang the director Hunan- 
Yale Medical College. Changsha, Hunan, 
China, which was started the Yale 
China Association. Yale alumni group. 
Though only years old, one 
China’s oldest medical schools. His inter- 
est Hansen’s disease stems from one 
the school’s young graduates who afflic- 
ted and hopes encourage him 
work with this disease. 

China has national leprosarium and 
most the work done missionaries. 
Dr. Chang said that had never been 
satisfied with the chaulmoogra treatment, 
but was impressed with the results obtain- 
from the sulfa drugs. hoped take 
them back with him and was astonished 
when told him that the months 
had been away. promin has already 
been introduced into China. 
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WORKERS FOREIGN FIELDS 
STUDY HERE 

Medical missionaries various 
groups continue visit this hospital for 
week periods gain experience Han- 
sen’s disease and observe the new 
treatments with the sulfone derivatives 
now use here. 

March had Doris Bruce, regis- 
tered nurse Michigan City, Indiana. 
Miss Bruce preparing for missionary 
career and will her first field assign- 
ment June Banskandi, Assam, India 
where she will work under the Mid-Mis- 
sion Baptist Board. 

From Pasto, Colombia. South America, 
came another March visitor, Mrs. Cath- 
erine Morgan. For years, Mrs Morgan 
has served with the Brethren Independ- 
ent Mission. Because there great deal 
superstition and fear regarding Han- 
sen’s disease, Mrs. Morgan reports that 
there never any mention leprosy, 
but that the patient treated along with 
the other diseases open skin clinic. 
many people blame the Bible for the 
unwarranted stigma attached 
Mrs. Morgan said. ‘‘but feel very strong- 
that the stigma due not the Bible 
itself but man’s interpretation the 
Scripture’’, she added. 

found Mrs. Morgan ex- 
ceptional woman, intensely interested 
her work. She will return Colombia 
June. 

Another visitor was Dr. Arthur 
Barnett Ridgewood, was born 
Kenya Colony, Africa, missionary 
parents, who the way, will have 
anniversary this month years’ service 
Africa. 1925, came back the 
United States, where received his edu- 
cation. Dr. Barnett was his way Afri- 
April, 1941, with his wife, when the 
Germans sank his ship, the ZAM. 
Most everyone has read the courage 
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AMERICAN LEGION 


The prologue more impromptu dance 
sessions was written this month when 
Norton Pearl, National Presi- 
dent, American Legion Auxiliary, an- 
nounced shipment from the Shuey Radio 
Company new juke box. The additicn 
juke box our recreational facilities 
has long been hoped for and now 
ality. Although will not arrive for 
short time yet, plans are being made 
put into immediate operaticn. 

Mrs. Cecilia Wenz, National Treasurer, 
has notified that kits records, 
records each kit, have also been ship- 
ped us. These have already been re- 
ceived and are looking forward toa 
great deal enjoyment from them. 


March 1945 THE STAR told the sto- 
Sgt. Joe who then had been 
patient here for only few months. Joe 
fightingest outfit the U.S. 
served the North African and Italian 
campaigns Salerno, Naples and Cassino 
spelled bitter fighting him. 

While the army Joe diagnosed 
having Hansen’s disease. Coming here 
front. But after going through many 
tough spots the war 
face this one with unwavering deter- 
here, becoming the commander our 
American Legion Post. 

March Joe was discharged and 
returned home. early good 
old promin, and course deter- 
mination brought him another. victory. 
Congratulations and bright future 
Joe, one swell guy. 


Continuing her interest the patients 
this hospital, Mrs McMillan 
Baton Rouge, Dept. Rehabilitation Chair- 
man, ALA, was among our March callers. 


Plans organize Auxiliary Unit 
mong the eligible patients this hospital 
prompted the visit here March 
anda group with included, back row 
(ieftto right) Mrs. McCormick, Des- 
trehan, Mrs. Ceruti, Mrs. Lavigne, 
Leander Kinchen Unit, Ponchatoula. 
Front row r.) Mrs. Hale, Pon- 
chatoula, Mrs. Arthur Neill, Jefferson 
Parish and Mrs. Walter Cooke, Ponchat- 
oula. Alan Smith. Commander our Ma- 
rine Hospital Post, has expressed the 
hearty approval the proposed Unit. 


The Star has announcement 
from the Bobby Wallace Unit No. 267. 
Jefferson Parish, the candidacy Mrs. 
Arthur O'Neill for the office Presi- 
dent the Department Louisiana, 
American Legion 

Through the leadership Mr. and 
Mrs O'Neill Julie the Bobby 
Wallace Post and Unit has taken very 
special interest the patients this hos- 
pital, providing recreational and social di- 
versions. Julie one our frequent vis- 
itors and her many Carville friends feel 
that she admirable andidate for this 
responsible positicn. 
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CARVILLE CALLERS 


Chicagoan glamorizes Carville 

Among the most welcome guests 
visit March was Lorraine Greinke 
Chicago, Illinois. Lorraine had become 
familiar name the patients here she 
has been the correspondent for some 
our favorite people, the telephone girls 
Chicago’s Edgewater and Sunnyside ex- 
changes. Miss Greinke, who supervis- 
vacation and spent days Carville. 

were not disappointed meeting 
this charming and gracious personality. 
Lorraine immediately joined all the 
activities. her first day she visited the 
theatre, explored the recreation facilities, 
went church, was shown about the la- 
boratory Sister Hilary and spent the 
interim the day THE STAR offices. 
the following day. she and our old 
friend, Mrs. McCormick, called 
Mrs. G.H. Faget. wife the M.O.C. and 
Dr. Johansen, Executive Officer. 
The afternoon was spent informal 
gathering the entire STAR staff and 
visitors the scottage. 

The Telephone have been most 


energetic their support. They have set 
monthly needy patients’ fund, one for 
phone calls home, and send each 
montn. They also sent Xmas gift for each 
patient Christmas. Miss Greinke hopes 
that her group will able 
ther telephone exchanges the Carville 
project. hope too, because they have 
proved sincere and energetic supporters. 


distinguished visitor this hospita- 
March was the Very Rev. Mother 
Jeanne Eudoxie France, Superior Gen- 
eral the Sisters St. Joseph. Mother 
Eudoxie the U.S. make survey 
the work this country. 

She was accompanied Carville 
several Sisters St. Joseph’s Academy. 
Baton Rouge. 


The nursing profession taking great- 
interest the problem Hansen’s 
disease. Many them are advancing 
their knowledge of.the disease visits 
this hospital. March Miss Winnie 
Doyle, Supt. Nurses Training Center, 
New Orleans, brought group 
trainees spend the day. 

Among the other interested nurses call- 
ing were Dorothe Whittington, Sr. As- 
sistant Nurse Officer. U.S. Marine Hospi- 
tal, San Francisco. Miss Whittington, with 
Dr. and Mrs. Maddock brought 
California patients this hospital. 


Enroute Mexico for vacation, Miss 
Hazel O'Hara, writer with the Institute 
Inter—American Affairs, Washington, 
called this hospital. Miss O’Hara 
has long been interested our activities 
through the columns THE STAR. 


tory technicians and biology majors from 
Central College, Fayette, Mo., headed 
Biology, were here March 31. The stu- 
dents were Louisiana hospitals. 
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LOYAL SUPPORTER ACTIVE 


Once Sister Catherine Sullivan was ask- 
reporter from one the New 
Orleans dailies, ‘‘Sister, after many 
years spent this work, what your out- 
standing impression?’’ For long second 
Sister Catherine’s eyes took the scene 
stretched out before grounds 
this modern hospital with every facility 
for physical and medical care. Then Sister, 
Catherine, our nurse and friend, who re- 
plied, outstanding impression that 
mercy substitute for justice’’. 

The conviction voiced that reporter 
has stayed with Sister Catherine through 
the years, and she has conveyed thou- 
ands other people. When Sister Cath- 
erine left 1936 assume her present 
position Sister Assistant, Daughters 
St. Vincent Paul. were loathe 
give her but she pointed out that 
her new position she could even 
greater service she would trav- 
eling over much the U.S., speaking be- 
fore many groups, and she promised that 
she would all her power spread 
the truth about disease. 

know that Sister Catherine was 
right. Her lectures before doctors, 
public health groups, schools and colleges 
have brought new understanding 
Hansen’s disease these people. 
March she was Indianapolis where she 
addressed the student body Cathedral 
High School and assembly St. Vin- 
Hospital. 

Herbert Kenney, Jr., reporting 
Sister Catherine’s talk St. 
seems have caught the real spirit 
Sister Catherine for here what had 
say Indianapolis daily: for 
reeducation the public ‘what lep- 
rosy not’, Sister Catherine Sullivan, who 
learned about the 6,000 year-old disease 
‘not from textbooks but from years 
daily association with victims’, spoke with 


wit and authority before audience 
St. Hospital School Nursing 
auditorium. 

Sister Catherine the only woman 
member the National Advisory Com- 
mittee Leprosy. 

‘Leprosy,’ she explained, ‘is one the 
most cosmopolitan and most democratic 
diseases known.’ 

How you catch it? one knows the 
answer that question for there not the 
least working hypothesis how leprosy 
communicated, but the disease ‘seems 

Sister Catherine reported that wonder- 
ful results are being obtained the treat- 
ment leprosy through the use prom- 
in, sulfa drug derivative, which promises 
supplant the age-old employment 
chaulmoogra oil, use for nearly 2,060 
years and applied, she said. ‘externally, 
internally and eternally.’ 

‘You should get together all your notions 
about leprosy and then throw them out 
the the speaker said, ‘because, 
while you not associate leprosy with 
the. vice-president your bank, your 
partner bridge others your circle 
friends, Carville patients represent 
typical cross-section the 

For nearly 6,000 years the disease, which 
she defined ‘chronic, feebly commu- 
nicable disease the skin and nerves seem- 
ingly caused bacillus,’ has had 
one standard treatment isolation. This, 
the speaker maintained. adds the dis- 
ease social stigma, reinforced legal 
barriers, which make impossible for the 
victims ‘to lead the normal, human. happy 
lives which they are entitled.’ 


Sister Catherine expected sail for France 
June. Sister plans Rome attend the cele- 
the Canonization Blessed Catherine 
the Daugthers Charity. 
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Doctors, nurses, ministers and lay work- 
ers throughout the world, interested the 
field Hansen’s disease, look this hos- 
pital for news about our activities and for 
news each other. They are particularly 
interested reports the current ad- 
vances made here the treatment the 
disease with the new sulfa drugs. sur- 
prising, but very gratifying, how many 
these people hear about THE STAR and 
write for copies. recent check our fo- 
reign subscription list revealed that 
now reach readers the following coun- 
tries: Belgian Congo, British West Africa, 
French Equatorial Africa, French West 
Africa, Liberia, South Rhodesia, Trans- 
vaal, South Africa, Egypt, Belgium, Greece, 
Portugal, Russia, Italy, France, China, In- 
dia, South India, Palestine, Syria, Iran, 
Malaya, Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ca- 
nada, Mexico, Australia, The Philippines, 
Panama, The Bahamas and Jamaica. 

addition, THE STAR mailed 
Alaska, the Canal Zone, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands the United 
States. 


new laboratory, dedicated research 
Hansen’s disease, constructed under 
the auspices the Pontifical Institute for 
the Propagation the Faith was recently 
opened Lyons, France. One the 
principal workers Sister Mary Susanne 
the Society Mary who spent years 
Molokai, Hawaii, and years the 
Pasteur Institute Paris. 


Among the many interesting commu- 
nications have had from foreign coun- 
tries, the following: ‘‘Recently several 


numbers THE STAR have been receiv- 
our mission station which has 
nection with leprosarium named 
vuvamu’’, meaning place refuge. 
appreciated very much receiving your pa- 
per and regret that lack time prevents 
from translating into Kikongo, the 
native language this part Congo. 
The patients, whom have 90, never- 
theless enjoy looking the pictures and 
helps them endure their suffering 
when they realize that white people 
well black contract leprosy. estimat- 
that there are about 200,000 victims 
the Belgiam Congo alone and maybe some 
day those residing the various leprosaria 
will have little paper their 


patient from Westport, Pretoria. 
Transvaal, South Africa, writes being 
recently discharged. His comments are il- 
luminating, say the least. Here are ex- 
have had promin and anoth- 
remedy prepared England which 
have done very good work. They are now 
using one your remedies, diasone 
think. This has only just been started and 
cannot sure the name because 
the doctors here are very secretive and will 
not tell anything about the different 
medicines. They only use these medicines 
Europeans and will not give the 
natives. not know why they tell the 
natives who ask for that will kill them 
and that does not matter even does 
kill the Europeans. This done put 
them off because has not killed anyone 

modern leprosarium has been built 
Songo, Cuba, and excellent dispensaries 
are functioning throughout the country. 
The latest project Dr. Oteiza, Director 
General, well-appointed bus which 
not only brings patients the leprosa- 
rium, but also serves clin- 
regions not covered the per- 
manent dispensaries. 
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the Tea Garden during their 
visit this hospital are, Miss Elizabeth Dan- 
jel (left), Psi, Central Missouri Sate College, 
Warrensburg, Mo. and Mrs. Stout 
(right), Omega, Mississippi State College, Hat- 
tiesburg, officers Delta Sigma Epsilon So- 
rority. 

Delta Sigma Epsilon, national Sorority 
founded Oxford, Ohioin 
1914 has Chapters many State Teachers’ 
Colleges throughout the United States. 


Among the more recent organizations 
discover this Marine Hospital was 
Delta Sigma Epsilon sorority. looking 
for new, national project which they 
could continue the work they had done 
well during the the sorority’s So- 
cial Service Committee learned our 
nique community and adopted it. 
December last year Miss Elizabeth 
Daniel, who was then National President, 
with Mrs. Wilbur Stout, then Council 
Province Chairman Delta Sigma Epsilon 
sorority, visited with and informal 
meeting with the United Com- 
mittee they gathered first hand informa- 
tion about this station. Then and there 
the ground work was laid for program 
social service. 


THE STAR 
SORORITIES ENROLL FOR SERVICE 
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The sorority immediately. threw itself 
into the work with the national headquar- 
ters sending albums Christmas music 
for our Yule entertainment, and later ad- 
ding record player. addition, Christ- 
mas gifts were sent many the chap- 
ters and individuals. 

union with Delta Sigma Epsilon for 
the expansion our educational program 
most encouraging THE STAR, for 
the schools and colleges that the facts 
about Hansen’s disease are willingly faced 
and analyzed, with rejection the old 
concept about leprosy, replaced new 
understanding Hansen’s disease. Art- 
icles about the hospital have already been 
THE SHIELD, and the reaction fac- 
tual understanding our disease has been 
consistent with the sorority’s members. 
Margaret Pittman-Baird, the new chair- 
man the Social Service Committee 
letter her sorority sisters which was 
pubiished THE SHIELD said, ‘‘as 
chairman your committee, let frank- 
admit that never known anything 
about this disease. Since early Decem- 
ber have been learning some things 
bout which think all should 
know since are working together 
help those persons unfortunate enough 
have the disease. First, wish be- 
gin call the disease Hansen’s disease, 
rather than leprosy. Doesn’t using that 
just give you different feeling toward it? 
until very few days ago had always 
thought this. disease being VERY. 
very horror even the 
Mrs. Baird then followed with 
the factual information she had 
from THE STAR and concluded, ‘from 
public health standpoint might con- 
sidered practically noncommunicable 
disease.’ This came surprise me, 

**continued page 11** 
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treatment tuberculosis, and much 
less 

Delta Sigma Epsilon sorority has 9,000 
members and carries active local 
social service work the hospitals. with 
the Red Cross and with other groups, 
well as, its national project. THE 
STAR welcome Delta Sigma Epsilon into 
our fight against ignorance. 

Additional support for THE 
educational program has recently come 
from Alpha chapter Beta Sigma 
Phi sorority, Shreveport, La. Our hos- 
pital has been selected their project for 
1947. Led the regent, Mrs. Adrian 
Buzby and the director, Mrs. Tench 
who gave detailed information the 
project, ‘‘to support the great work being 
done the National Leprosarium.’’ The 
group pledged themselves 100% sub- 
scribe THE STAR and secure addi- 
tional subscriptions ‘‘to further the work 
and enlighten the public this 


Through the American Legion, the Pe- 
ninsula Club Jrs., federated women’s 
club Daytona, Florida, heard THE 
STAR and our community service pro- 
gram. Desiring service, this group 
staged benefit Fashion Show March 
devoting part the proceeds 
the work carried here. The show was 
huge success and Miss Miriam Weiler, 
correspondent for the group, writes that 
the members the club, all young busi- 
ness women between and years 
age, were enthusiastic their efforts to- 
ward putting the project over. Speaking 
for the Peninsula Club Miss Weiler 
said, hope that your campaign 
for the education the American people 
about Hansen’s disease continues grow 
and spread that everyone will the 
not too distant future know much 


Advertize The Star for results** 


NBC CORRECTS ERRONEOUS 
STATEMENTS 

did you get misinformation given 
ONCE UPON OUR TIME broadcast March 
10th. spend twelve hours daily with wife, 
restrictions, many other relatives 
patients. Urge correction same radio pro- 
gram’’. 


The above message was wired Ma- 
jor. Hornbostel the National 
Broadcasting Co., New York. Our Unit- 
Patients’ Committee also wired vig- 
orous protest. The statements which 
voked the protests were included 
broadcast relating the Hornbostel case 
song and story, melodramatic fash- 
Major Hornbostel could only 
visit his wife through glass window and 
that she would here lifetime, 
carried emotional punch but were 
not factual and served only spread lep- 
rophobia. 

The protest, according communi- 
cation from Richard McDonagh, Man- 
ager Script Division ‘‘represented some- 
Mr. McDonagh and his associates were 
sincere their ‘‘regrets’’. They explained 
that they had intention doing any- 
thing damage our educational program 
and were heartily favor adopting our 
suggestion that broadcast made 
correct any false impressions. 

They meant what they said, for with 
information furnished the United Pa- 
tients’ Committee, NBC devoted five min- 
utes their ONCE UPON OUR TIME 
broadcast, April (Carville sharing hon- 
ors with the story Irving Berlin) airing 
FACTS about disease. 

Thus vast audience was enlightened, 
and further quote Mr. McDonagh 
NBC found some consolation 
the thought that the unfortunate broad- 
cast brought the truth clearly the atten- 
tion people who daily address audi- 
ences 
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DAY CHATEAU SIMON 


Every housewife knows that there are 
days when home tranquil and others 
when like pull down 
her ears and find peace the wreckage. 
The former are numerous that she al- 
ways survives occasional one the 
latter and later laughs all. was dur- 
ing the hilarious reviewing one such 
day that the suggestion was made share 
with you. 

St. Joseph’s day dawned murky and 
muddy. The cottage order, began the 
daily ordeal trying hurry Sylvia into 
school clothes and the line time for 
treatment ahead the school bell. 

The yard was muddy mire the 
bright idea hit her riding her bike 
through like Hank does. Be- 
fore could begin convincing her she 
wasn't big like she was upon 
her wheel and away only come down 
the middle the biggest puddle all. 
Time permit soothing her ruffled 
feelings but into clean clothes crammed 
her and away started again. 

the top the ramp were met 
the pupils masse hopefully inquiring 
today holiday? must ‘cause 
never this 

The school room unlocked proceeded 
the Infirmary for Promin shot on- 
who wanted spend the morning with 
us. her give minutes 
headstart but tell her was 
that the kids had probably wrecked the 
place while was getting 

showers, for bite Opening the 
front door spirit matter 
almost deserted for Hank was 
painting the bedroom. The foul paint 
fumes were equalled only the general 
disorder tools here. there and every- 
where. pleasant salutation 


good morning, received belat- 
the table and wits from the four winds 
and prepared lunch. 

wonderful feeling came over 
the Patients’ Library door for the 
day and thought ‘‘Now for home and 
good lie down un- 
til had things straight. Just the mud 
was ushered out the back door 
insistent broom and sighed contentedly 
walked employees bringing our rations 
more muddy feet). course, they 
all wanted see the new house for this 
novelty here. 

rapid succession Chuck and Darrel 
came see the house which they said 
was currently the talk the walks, and 
then our Chinese neighbor, Fong, an- 
nounce the arrival litter baby rab- 
bits which must see. 

nap was out the question set- 
tled down the purely domestic job 
darning Hank’s socks, for such bad 
day have more company. had 
overlooked the stamina the young gen- 
eration for came Bill, Alden Ernest 
play the house with Sylvia. With 
darning. 

Miracle began calling such excited 
voice that dropped everything and flew 
the back door. She was out breath 
could scarcely understand her but fi- 
nally dawned that the station wag- 
had returned from New Orleans bring- 
ing our Chicago guest Lorraine 
and were prepare supper for her. 
kitchen had been decided because 
its gas stove. Before that mouthful was 
digested the front door opened and 
came Hazel, Betty, Myrtle, Marie, 
Barbara, Mary Ruth, Kitty, Alice and 
Ocie loaded with packages which they 
said was the food was prepare. just 
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stood the midst this turmoil pon- 
dering how could cook for company 
with many people the kitchen but 
pondering was interrupted 
insistent the boxes can get 
began and the farther along 
got the more puzzled became for the 
boxes contained all sorts kitchen needs 
but not crumb eat. Suddenly the days 
showers had given way bright sunshine 
for the girls were showering us. Hank stuck 
his head out the bathroom door and ask- 
numbers must have frightened him for 
surveying the situation darted back 
into the bathroom. 

After they had gone sat basking the 
warm glow which had enfolded when 
was abruptly brought earth with 
hungry, from Sylvia with 
echo from Hank. 

Supper was well its way the table 
when Stanley and Mike came with 
boy, smells good here and are 
Two more places were laid and 
we'd scarcely put our feet under the table 
when another knock the door broughtin 
both Oscars plus small fry Wilfred. Before 
they had gone Ellis and John came for 
visit. just finished our late supper 
when Frank came borrow the key 
THE STAR office. 

this time had concluded this was 
the day the unscheduled open house 
and everyone knew except the Simon 
family. 

When the men who came dinner had 
finally gone sighed. glorious 
St. Joseph the only one who 
called. think I'll bathe and get bed. 
but before could even 
turn the water there came another 
knock. This time was Vic who’d come 
practice the jitterbug with Sylvia and 
scrammed out the confusion the 
quiet the bathroom weakly 
all folks 


**Leprosy and Dr. Parran...concluded** 

should like see Dr. Parran for 
leprosy what did for syphilis, namely, 
bring discussion out into the open. 
The public, think, would welcome 
told that the truth about this interest- 
ing and ancient disease far different 
from the myths and taboos that have sur- 
rounded for long. 


COMING AND GOING 
quarterly report 

the period from January Ist. 1947 
through March ‘47, patients were 
admitted this hospital. the same pe. 
riod patients were discharged and pa- 
tients died. 

Dur March ‘47 the patient enroll- 
ment reached peak 393, the highest 
the history this hospital. The high- 
est previous figure was 387. The patient 
enrollment April first 392 


**Workers Foreign Fields.... concluded** 
and spirit camaraderie that existed 
mongst the passengers who lived for 
days the hold ship. After few 
weeks Occupied France, they were re- 
turned the U.S. and was not long 
afterthat Dr. Barnett joined the Army 
Air Corps (medical division) and was sent 
Africa. 

His real work medical missionary 
again taking him, his wife and two 
children back the place his birth. 
will charge Jewel Hospital. Busia, 
Shinyanga, Tanganyika Territory the 
Africa Inland Mission. The hospital has 
section 250 beds caring for 
disease. 

The really good news that Dr. Barnett 
taking back tablets diasone, 
supplied the American Mission, which 
doing magnificent job providing 
promin and diasone missionary doc- 
tors all over the world. 


**Patronize our advertizers** 
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SPORTS 


When Spring has come, can softball 
far behind? Carville can’t. Already 
the veterans and rookies are filling the 
diamond the late afternoon, limbering 
and displaying their talents, earn 
starting post one the two local teams. 
Because the increasing rate dis- 
charges there are many vacancies last 
season’s squads that have filled. 
Later this month, sides will chosen 
and the serious pre-season propaganda 
and finagling between the opposing sides 
will jump into full swing. Intensive team 
practice will follow preparation for the 
opening game early April. was true 
last year, one the teams will sponsor- 
the local American Legion Post and 
the other THE STAR. 

Arrangements may soon completed 
for exhibition games between professional 
baseball teams enjoying spring training 
nearby. The Sports Association will con- 
tinue its policy, inaugurated last season, 
bringing softball teams from the sur- 
rounding towns play the local patient 
All Stars. All all, looks like big year 
the diamond. 

While the floodlights, which will ena- 
ble enjoy night games are not the 
immediate many the prelimi- 
nary arrangements have been made. has 
been determined that current can pro- 
vided from our own power station. The 
rest the work must wait for the new 
budget which may provide the necessary 
funds. new amplifying system com- 
plete with new microphone and speakers 
will ready bring the sports contests 
those who are unable the ball 
park. Spring cleaning also evidence 
the recreation hall. The carpenters are bus- 
sanding and resurfacing the ping pong 
tables. From there they the painters 
and then back their job the center 
friendly but very intense competition. 


Always leaves the 
other machine 
wreck wherever his 

journey ends. 


Willie Wreckum never 


MARRIS 


musical variety show featuring 
Saturday Nighters was the stellar attraction 
our theatre March 22. Composed 
chiefly from members Baton Rouge’s 
younger set, Saturday Nighters presented 
entertaining minute show. The 
program was given under the auspices 
Voiture locale 902, and was arrang- 
the Baton Rouge Voiture 340. 

The show was ably em-ceed Corrie 
Bergeron, student L.S.U. and an- 
nouncer for station WLCS. Charles Wood- 
side, also station WLCS, did credita- 
ble job his singing role did Virginia 
Bush and Patty Grey theirs. Lila Jean 
Mayers, torch singer, black evening 
gown, aroused the best the beast the 
audience. She was treated numerous 
wolf calls and appreciative whistles. Mary 
and Ruth Wetta were well received for 
their piano and accordion solos. va- 
riety tap and ballroom dancing was 
presented Mildred Wheat, Lee Rhodes. 
Ida Reed and David Evens. Miss Lillie 
Hartwell, frequent visitor, gave two 
humorous recitations. All the acts were 
enthusiastically received, with several 
them showstoppers. Tops 
was audiencep articipation stunt, con- 
The troupe scheduled 
for return engagement the near fu- 
ture. 


Cant see what you 
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JOTTINGS 


Sandwiched between letters from Mar- 
shall Field Jr., Elizabeth Arden, Roger 
Baldwin and other great and near great, 
found note from our own Ann Page 
the Letters the Editor department 
the current issue LETTER. 

Described its masthead maga- 
LETTER Reading for the 
first time gives one Columbus like feeling. 

Writing Ada McCormick, Letter’s 
editor thank her for going bat for 
patients with Hansen’s disease, Ann said, 
you hear our cheers for you way 
over there Arizona? You should 
able to, for they are loud With 
Ann leading the cheering section there 
doubt but that were heard. 


And now THE STAR bobs 
connecting link between friends widely 
separated places Mrs. Neil Jones 
Talmadge, Ohio writes, friend mine 
Africa saw THE STAR that had 
been visiting you, and renewed old 


Donald Hopkins Waltham, Mass., 
who claims have the largest collection 
newspapers the world, has requested 
autographed copy THE STAR 
add his collection. 


What whale difference one little 
letter can make from Dr. Wade, 
medical director, Leonard Wood Memori- 
al, Culion, Philipines comes thiscomment, 
was little startled and more than 
little amused find the HIGHLIGHTS 
WAR TIME CULION article (STAR 
Oct. that where spoke the condi- 
tions here with your 
typesetter put ‘soup’. rather sounds 
was trying interjcet touch wry 

The eagle eye Gertrude Hornbostel, 
our ace proof reader, slipped that 


one but she saved the day 
orializing January dictated ‘‘Statis- 
tics are Dull’’. Mrs. Desel typed for 
but maybe she was right that. 


Reluctantly, but rejoicing with them 
their good fortune. will soon bid- 
ding good—bye and wishing God speed 
Betty and Harry Martin. 

Betty and Harry are among our recent 
grads and now that they have their 
D’s (prominized Hansen discharges) they 
plan take Horace Greely’s advice. Their 
course old C.U. (Carville University) 
began some years ago when both were 
teen agers. They met and wed after both 
were patients here; theirs story with 
happy ending. Betty and Harry 
handing out bouquets, but they are two 
people who will missed mightily around 
these parts. 

Harry has been head orderly for 
number years. He’s been active 
practically every community project and 
what will without his quiet, efficient 
leadership many our social and civ- 
activities, remains figured out. 

Betty was the guiding spirit the local 
sale war stamps and bonds and never 
flagged this work from month month. 
could fill this column went 
about enumerating the various activities 
this popular couple, the choir the 
Catholic Church, Christmas programs, 
sports, infirmary calls and course. their 
great members the Star Staff. 

worked with yours truly for 
some time and although battled daily 
over commas, periods, and what not she 
still one our very favorite people. 

natural that Betty and Harry have 
many friends this hospital, because 
they have been friend the deepest 
sense the word. 
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American Federation 
the 


Physically Handicapped, Inc. 
National Headquarters 1376 National Press Washington, D.C. 


Non-Profit, Educational. Beneficient, Organization, comprising members from all 
groups physically handicapped citizens and their friends, currently working for the 
establishment National Program for Handicapped Americans, including special 
effort improve the Hansen situation the United States through National Edu- 
cational Program Hansen’s disease, expansion research, revamping our segre- 
gation policy, providing bona fide rehabilitation program for hospitalized patients, 
assistance for families patients, and establishment Hansen Treatment Centers 


endemic states, well one such center cooler, drier state. 


print name, and indicate Mr., Mrs., Miss) 
(Street 
City State 


AMERICAN FEDERATION THE 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED, INC. 

(National Headquarters, Suite 1376, National Press Build- 

ing. Phone REpublic 1121, Washington D.C.) and 

application accepted agree abide the Rules 
and Regulations the Federation and the Lodge which 

affiliated. Below, have indicated the class mem- 

bership will assume. 

PARTICIPATING MEMBERSHIP, open only 
Physically Handicapped 
Initiation Fee, $1.00. Dues, $5.00 per year, paid 
advance,—or, 50c per month. 
(Following classes are open either 
Handicapped Non-Handicapped) 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
(a) YEARLY HONORARY 
YEARLY CONTRIBUTING 
(c) HONOR ROLL ANNUAL 


Signature 
Lodge 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CARD 


Hansen victims, you 
are invited join the 
A.F.P.H. and coope- 
rate its program 
provide improved op- 
portunities and bet- 
ter chance for happi- 
ness for America’s 
million handicapped 
citizens. 

Application Card 
provided which 
hope you will clip and 
forward National 
Headquarters. 


Adv. 


| 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this hos- 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability disease. 


the two germs. 


Since the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers at- 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DIS 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen. Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the-germ which the 
disease. and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 


not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 


State and patients that State are sub- 
ject norestrictions. down, go). 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for vears after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star entirety hand 


set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 
WHERE 
ISAPLEASURE SERVE! 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 


Christmas Savings, Loans, 


Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques THE CANTEEN 
Where 


Your patronage greatly appreciated 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 


let know any way can serve Owned and operated the patients 


Jack Weir, Mgr. 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 


Carville, Louisiana 


you any time. 


* K 


NATIONAL BANK 
BATON 


sell everything.If don’t 
have stock will get it! 


THE STAR 
Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 
The purpose this publication to: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s Disease. 
Furnish therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Subscription $1.00 per year. 
Please send THE STAR to: 


Address 


City 


235 
= 


a 
> 


